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	Hi All, we were back in full swing for September/October with lots of racing action!  We have been working hard to close out the season on a strong note.  Over the course of about 4 weeks we had 3 major team races to work on.
Our first big target was the Rev3 iron distance at Cedar Point Ohio.  After a good weekend at the expo promoting our sponsors, we were ready to race!  We had three guys at the starting line…Zach Ruble, Daniel Bretscher, and Ryan Bates.  This race started out with a solid pro field, but at this distance things can fall apart quickly.  The swim in Lake Erie was pretty smooth and uneventful so it was time to hammer the flat(ish) bike.  Unfortunately much of the pro field missed a turn on the bike, adding probably 15 minutes to their time.  At this point many pros dropped out including Zach to save it for another day.  Despite missing the turn Daniel decided to start the run and see what happened.  Ryan ended up dropping out on the run due to sickness and injury so Daniel was our sole man left in action.  Daniel finished with a quick marathon and had a great race.  With an ironman distance things always go wrong, so often when you are able to press through it good things happen.  Daniel came across the line 5th pro and 3rd American which was a great showing for us!
The next big target for us was the new Pocono Ironman 70.3 in Stroudsburg PA.  We knew going in that this would be a challenging race, both in terms of logistics (2 transition areas) and course (tons of rolling hills).  Added to the challenge was the swim cancellation due to flooding, plus cold weather and frequent rain.  Okay, so we quickly had to prepare for a time trial start duathlon!  We had hoped to have a huge team for this race, but at this point in the year most of us are getting injured often from a season’s worth of training and racing.  A solid crew still showed up and definitely turned a rough situation into a huge result!  Starting the bike were Zach Ruble, Kyle Pawlaczyk, and Ryan Bates.  All three of them successfully took advantage of the highly technical course, which was constantly up/down/left/right with little to no flat spots.  If you were not a well-rounded cyclist you were going to suffer on this course!  But our whole team blasted through and then maintained position on the run.  Zach had a huge finish for us (2nd, 1st American), plus Kyle (5th, 2nd American) and Ryan (8th, 3rd American) had their best pro results of the season by far.  Yes that is correct, we had the top-3 Americans in a field of 16 international pros!  It was cold and rainy post-race and we were really beat up physically, but we did not care at all after such a successful day….. we have some tough dudes for sure.
Our last big team oriented race for the year was at the new Rev3 half ironman in Anderson South Carolina.  We were supposed to have about seven guys racing, but again due to late season injuries we were down to three.  With a strong field of at least 34 male pros on the starting line we knew this was going to be a rough one!  Zach Ruble, Kevin Lisska, and Kyle Pawlaczyk were there and ready to roll, with Ryan Bates and his wife running the expo booth.  The race started with a very spectator friendly swim which rounded a peninsula, and was always pretty close to shore.  Kevin was our first guy out of the water followed by Zach and Kyle.  On to the hilly bike and the field was really torn apart.  The run took place mostly on winding paved jogging paths that offered lots of spectating options.  Zach had a strong run to finish as our top man in 11th, followed by Kevin in 21st and Kyle 28th.  Overall we had a great weekend, had tons of fun at the expo, and got to meet a lot of great people while showing off our sponsors!
We had some great victories at smaller races as well.  Ryan Bates won the Akron Tri in Ohio (fastest bike/run), Mike Caiazzo won the Pumpkinman half in Maine (fastest swim/bike) as well as placing 2nd pro in the sprint race, and Tony White won the Tri for Site in Kentucky (fastest swim/bike) as well as the RJ Corman Duathlon (fastest run/bike). 

Other important results of note:  Ryan Giuliano won the Powerman Muncie Duathlon in Indiana with commanding fashion, putting down the fastest bike and both runs!  He was also 23rd of 49 pros (3rd American) representing the USA at the World Duathlon Championships in Spain.  Daniel Bretscher was 3rd pro (3rd American) for us at the Westchester Tri in Pennsylvania.  Zach Ruble took 2nd pro at the very tough Savageman Tri in Maryland.  Mike Caiazzo and Kyle Pawlaczyk were also 10th & 11th pros respectively at the Syracuse 70.3 in New York.  
Our ITU main man Manny Huerta had some solid results these past two months on the international circuit.  He was 57th (2nd American) out of a huge 74 pro field at the Tiszaujvaros ITU World Cup in Hungary.  He also had a brilliant race at the Huatalco ITU Pan Am World Cup in Mexico, placing 6th of 41 pros (2nd American).  And the best news of all is that Manny has qualified himself to compete on the USA team at the Pan Am Games in two weeks!

The weather is starting to get cold, and with the exception of a few individual races most of our guys are done for the season.  As we look to wrap up our season from a team standpoint we would like to again thank all of our sponsors for their tremendous support.  We are already working hard planning for a huge 2012 and hope to see you out there!


The USPro Tri professional triathlete team is proudly sponsored by GEICO, Planet X bikes/wheels, Sigvaris compression socks, Profile Design aerobars/wetsuits, BODYGLIDE® skin balms, Zoot running shoes, Zico coconut water, Limar Helmets/Selle SMP saddles, PowerBar nutrition, Kurt Kinetic trainers, and Champion System custom clothing.  

Visit www.USProTri.com to get more info on these top products, and to keep track of the team!
